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Embalming, defined as the art of preserving the dead through the process of treating the dead body with burial preservatives such as aromatic oils, spices, and perfumes in order to keep it from decaying can be traced back thousands of years ago (Gannal, 2017). Although this practice originated from Egypt, it has taken different forms with the passing of time and among various civilizations. The Egyptians were motivated to embalm bodies for two primary reasons. Foremost, is the religious reasons where Egyptians believed in the soul immortality. According to their beliefs, the embalming preserved the body and kept it intact so that the soul could come back during resurrection or after it completes its “journey.” The dead body would then become a whole man called a mummy and hence live with the gods forever. Secondly, the Egyptians embalmed bodies for purposes of sanitation (Gannal, 2017). It was held that burying the dead along the Nile Valley was an unsanitary problem which attracted more deaths and embalming was therefore regarded as a solution to that problem. 
The embalmers in Egypt were the members of the priesthood and carried out embalming through three methods depending on the wealth of the individual. For the wealthiest individuals, the embalming process took five steps including: 1) removing the brain and replacing with resin, 2) removing internal organs through abdominal incision and treated with spices and resins, 3) immersing the body in sodium salt, 4) dehydrating the body after cleansing and 5) wrapping the body with a bandage held together with glue or gum then after the process the body would be returned to the family (Gannal, 2017). 
For the less wealthy, the body would only be immersed in the sodium salt solution for preservation.
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